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conclusion that it would be a good and useful thing
that I should start an art journal. I had read with
enthusiasm " Modern Painters/' and absorbed the
views of Buskin in large draughts, and enjoyed
large intercourse with European masters, and with
Americans lite "William Page, H. K. Brown, S. "W.
Bowse, and H. P. Gray, all thinters and artists of
distinct eminence. In this school I had acquired
certain views of the nature of art which I burned
to disseminate. They were crude rather than in-
correct, but they were largely responded to by our
public; they were destructive of the old rather than
informing of the new, and leaned on nature rather
than art. The art-loving public was full of Buskin-
ian enthusiasm, and what strength I had shown was
in that vein. The overweening self-confidence that
always carried me into dangers and difficulties which
a little wisdom would have taught me to avoid,
made me too ready to enter into a scheme which
required far more ability and knowledge of business
than I possessed. All my artist friends promised
me their assistance, and I found in John Durand,
the son of the president of the National Academy
of Design, a partner with a seconding enthusiasm
and the necessary assistance in raising the capital.
This amounted to $5000, for the half of which my
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brother Thomas became security. We doubted not
that the undertaking would be a lucrative one, and
one of the principal motives which was urged on
me by my artistic friends and promising support-
ers was that it would furnish me with a sufficient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